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Proceedings in Congress. 


SENATE, 
Tuxsspay, May 7. 


The bill for the compensation for losses in the na- 
val service at sea was passed, by yeas 20, nays 11. 


Wepnespay, May 8. 





On motion by Mr. Bayarp, the previous orders of 
the day were postponed, and the bill from the House 
for the relief of the widows and orphans of the offi. 
cers, seamen, and marines of the United States 
schooner Grampus, was taken up as in committee of 
the whole—the question pending being the amend- 
ment reported from the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
| as a substitute for the bill, which was read as fol- 
lows: 

That for the purpose of fixing the time at which 
shall commence the pensions, under the existing 
laws, of the widows of the officers, seamen, and ma- 
tines, who were lost in the United States schooner 
Grampus, as well asthe time to which the pay of 
said officers, seamen, and marines, shal! be allowed, 
the twentieth day of March, one thousand eight 
hundred and forty-three, shall be deemed and taken 
to be the day on which the said schooner Grampus 
fSundered at sea; and that, for the like purpose, the 
first day of May, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-nine, shall be deemed and taken to be the day 
on which the United States schooner Sea Gull was 
Jost in like manner. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That if any of 
the said officers, seamen, or marines, left no widow, 
but left a child or children under sixteen years of 
age, such child or children shall be entitled to the 
same pension to which the widow, had there been 
ene, would have been entitled, for the like period of 
five years: Provided, That such pension shall cease 
upon the death of such child or children. 

Amend the title by striking out the words “ schoo. 
ner Grampus,” and inserting the words “ schooners 
Grampus and Sea Gull.” 

Mr, Huntineron moved to strike out from the 2d 
and 3d lines of the second section, the words “ left 
no widow, but left a child or children under sixteen 
years of age, such,” and to insert the following: 
«shall have left no widow, or, having left a widow, 
she shall have died before the passage of thie act, and 
there shall be living, at the date of the passage of 
this act, a child or children of said officers, scamen, 
or marines, under sixteen years of age.” 

In the fifth line, after the word “ one,” insert the 
words ‘as aforesaid.” 

He explained that the object of the amendment 
was, in case of no widow, or the death of the widow 
before the passage of the act, to give the pension to 
the child or children. 

The question was put on the amendment, and it 
was adopted, 

Mr. Cuoate submitted the following as an addi- 
tional section; which was adopted, viz : 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, ‘That an allow- 
ance shall be made to the officers and crew of the 
United States steamship Missouri, for losses sustain. 
ed by them by the destruction of that vessel; ac. 
evrding to such a scale, and under such regulations 





_—— —— 
as shall be established by the Navy Department : 
Provided, That the entira allowance to e indivi- 
dual, in the respective grades, shall not the 
following sums, to wit: the sum of $800 to the cap- 
tain, the sum of $350 to a lieutenant, surgeon, pur- 
ser, captain or lieutenant of marines, chaplain, pro- 
feseor of mathematics, or master ; the sum of $200 
to a passed midshipman, assistant surgeon, master’s 
mate, midshipman, or clerk; the sum of $150 toa 
boatswain, gunner, sailmaker, or carpenter; the sum 
of $60 to any petty officer, sergeant, or corporal of 
marines ; the sum of $50 to a seaman, marine, ordi- 
nary seaman, landsman, musician, or fireman; and 
the sum of $20 toa boy. And provided further, 
That no allowance shall be made to any person be. 
yond the amount necessary for just indemnity for hie 
loss by the destruction-of the said vessel. And pro. 
vided further, That if, by the sentence of a court mar- 
tial, which is hereby directed to be holden to inquire 
concerning the loss of the said vessel, any blame 
shall attach to any of the officers and crew afore- 
said, no allowance shall be made to such person or 
persons. 

Mr. Farrrretp submitted the following amendment 
as an additional section: 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That all the pro. 
visions of the third section of this act shall be, and 
are hereby, extended to the officers and crew of the 
United States ship-of-war John Adams, destroyed by 
fire, September 3, 1814, 

The question was put on the amendment, and it 
was adopted. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate. 

Mr, Evans moved to restore the provision of the 
original bill, by inserting after the word “ children, 
in the second section, ‘‘ and if no children or widows 
are left, then the parents of such officers, seamen, 
and marines,” &c, 

The amendment, after discussion, was rejected. 

The amendments of the committee of the whole 
were then concurred in. 


Mr. Bayarv moved further to amend the bill by . 


inserting after the word “ years” in the 6th line of 
the 2d section, the following words: 

But in case of the death or intermarriage of the 
widow before tfe expiration of the said term of five 
years, the said pension, for the remainder of the said 
term, shall go to the child or children of the said de- 
ceased officer, seaman, or marine.” 

‘This amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. Tarran suggested the propriety of inclading 
the case of the Peacock in the provisions of this bill. 

After some colloquial debate, in which Messrs. 
Tappan, Bayarp, and Cuoate took part, the bill, on 
motidn of Mr. Evans, was laid on the table till to. 
morrow, to enable the senator from Ohio [Mr. Tar- 
pan] to prepare an amendment in accordance with 
his suggestion, 


Monpay, May 13. 


The Senate, in Committee of the Whole, took up 
for consideration the bill making provision for the 
relief of the relatives of the officers and crew of the 
United States schooner Grampus, including provi- 
sions for the cases of the Sea Gaull, John Adams, 
and Missouri. : 
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Mr. ‘TApPAN moved to include the case of the Pea- 
cock, lost at the mouth of the Columbia river, in the 
exploring expedition. 

On motion by Mr. Breese, the amendment was so 
modified a¥ to place it within the same rule as the 
case of the Missouri. 

The amendment of Mr. Tarpan, thus modified, 
was adopted. 

Mr. Evans moved to amend the bill by an addi- 
tional section, providing that the balance of $5,909, 
appearing against the purser of the Grampus, on the 
books @the department, ‘and for which his securi- 
ties were now responsible, be remitted. Mr. E, ex. 
plained that this was a sum, as usual in all cases of 
vessels of war fitting out for a cruise, advanced by 
the department to the purser to Jay in stores for the 
crew, and to furnish money to advance them, accord. 
ing to their necessities, at such ports as they might 
touch at. No doubt could exist that the whole 
amount of the advance was on board, in either mo- 
ney or necessaries purchased with it, when the ves- 
sel foundered, and that it was thus lost. It was not 
right, under those circumstances, to let the balance 
remain on the books of the department against the 
securities of the purser. 

The amendment was adopted. 

The bill wasthen reported back from the commit- 
tee, and the amendments were concurred in, with 
the exception of that relating to the John Adams; 
which, at Mr. Bayarp’s request, was reserved for a 
separate question. . 

The question of concurring in the amendment 
relative to the case of the John Adams, was debated 
at considerable length; after which the amendment 
was concurred in, 

On the question of engrossment, Mr, Henperson 
moved to strike out the second section, [relating to 
children being entitled in cases where there are no 
widows.] Mr. H. proceeded for some time in ex- 
planation of his resistance to this extension of the 
pension system; but 

The Cua decided that the motion to strike out 
was not in order after the Senate bad concurred in 
the amendments, 

A short debate on this question of order ensued, 
and the difficulty was removed by assenting to a mo. 
tion of reconsideration, by which the bill was again 
placed in the condition of having the question put 
on concurring with the con.mittee of the whole in the 
amendments. 

Mr, Henperson then moved to strike out the se. 
cond section; and called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and resulted, yeas 12, nays 22, 
So the second section was not stricken out. 

The amendments were then coucygred in, and the 
bill was ordered to Le engrossed for a third reading. 


Tuespay, May 21. 


On motion, by Mr, Crittenpen, the Committee on 
Military Affairs was discharged from the further 
consideration of the memorial uf Samuel Colt, ask. 
ing Congress to give him some consideration for his 
invention of a submarine battery, and for the time 
employed and expenses incurred in testing the )prac- 
ticability of the same ; and it was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The PresipeEnt pro. tem. laid before the Senate a 
communication from the Navy Department upon the 
above subject ; and it was reterred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 


Wepnespay, May 22, 


On motion by Mr. Barrow, the previous orders of 
the day were postponed, and the Senate took up for 
consideration, as in committee of the whole, the bill 
regulating the pay of the army of the United States, 


and for other purposes: the quesiion pending being 
on the report of the Committee on Military Affuirs, 
recommending the indefinite postponement of the 
bill. | 

After some discussion the question was taken on 
the motion of indefinite postponement, and resulted, 
yeas 25, nays 19. e 
So the bill was indofinitely postponed. 


Tuurspay, May 23. 


Mr. HanneGan moved that the vote postponing in- 
definitely the House bill regulating the pay of the 
army and for other purposes, be reconsidered. 

The Cuair remarked that the bill was not in the 
possession of the Senate, having been returned to. 
the House. It could, however, be sent for, on a 
message for that purpose being adopted by the Se. 
nate. 

Mr. Hannecan submitted an order that a message 
be sent to the Flouse, requesting that the bill regn. 
lating the pay of the army and for other purposes, 
may be returned to the Senate for its further action 
thereon, 

The order, under the rule, lies on the table for fu- 
ture action. 

The bill to amene and consolidate the several na- 
val pension laws, was read the third time and passed. 


Fripay, May 24. 


On motion by Mr. Hanneaan, the Senate took up 
for consideration the order submitted by him yes- 
terday: 

‘That a message be sent to the House requesting 
that the bill regulating the pay of the army, and for 
other purposes, may be returned to the Senate for its 
further action thereon.” 

Mr. H. called for the yeas and nays on its adop- 
tion; which were ordered and taken, and the ques- 
tion was decided in the negative, by yeas 16, nays 21. 

A message was received from the House of Re- 
presentatives, with the House bill making appropi- 
ations for certain fortifications of the United States, 
with an amendment tothe Senate amendments of 
said bill; and, on motion of Mr. Evans, the House’s 
amendement was considered, being as follows: 

To add tothe Senate amendments [viz: for Fort 
Smith $30,000, Fort Gibson $15,000 additional, Fort 
Towson $6,000] a proviso—** That the said appro. 
priations shall be applied, in the first instance, to the 
completion of the barracks, quarters, and other 
neediul buildings which may have been commenced 
or are in progress of construction at the said western 
posts; and the Secretary of War is hereby required 
to take all proper means to effect that object, by the 
employment of such of the United Stotes trogps as 
may be stationed there in aid of said appropriations.” 


This amendment, on motion of Mr. vans, was 
concurred in, 


Monpay, May 27. 


Mr. Critrenren moved that the Committee on 
Military Affairs be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of certain resolutions of the general assem- 
bly of Nortb Carolina, touching the erection in that 
State of an arsenal of construction and bureau of 
equipment ; and the committce were accordingly 
discharged from the consideration of the same, 


Turspay, May 28, 


On motion of Mr. Bayarp, the previous orders 
were suspended, and the Senate bil}, entitled « A bill 
concerning naval pensions,” was taken up for con. 
sideration, as in committee of the whole, and read as 
follows: 

‘‘ Be it enacted, §-c., That the pensions for the pe- 
riod of five years, which have been heretofore grant- 





ed out of the naval pension fund, to the widows of 
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officers, seamen, and marines, who have been killed, 
or died by reason of a wound received in the line of 
their duty, or who have died in consequence of a 
casualty, by drowning or otherwise. or of injury re- 
ceived while in the line of their duty, and which 
pensions have ceased from the expiration of the pe- 
riod for which they were originally granted, or were 
subsequently renewed, shall be continued for an. 
other period of five years, to such of the said widows 
as have remained unmarried ; to commence from the 
day on which such pensions, respectively terminated ; 
and to be paid out of any money in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated: Provided, That every pen- 
sion hereby renewed shall cease on the death or in- 
termarriage of the widow to whom the same is here- 
by granted.” 

Mr. Cuoate submitted an amendment, the object 
of which was to include the widows of persons who 
died of diseases contracted in the naval service. 

Mr. Cuoate subsequently withdrew his amend- 
ment, and proposed to amend the bill by striking out 
the words “ in consequence of” and inserting, ** by 
reason of disease contracted, or”—so that it would 
read “ to the widows of officers, seamen or marines, 
who have been killed, or died by reason of a wound 
received in the line of their duty, or who have died 
by reason of disease contracted, or by drowning, or 
otherwise,” &c. 

Mr. Wricut called for the yeas and nays on the 
proposed amendment; which were ordered. 

‘The question was then taken, and the amendment 
was adopted. Yeas 19, nays 16. 

The bill, as amended, was then reported back to 
the Senate, and the amendment was concurred in. 

On the question of engrossment, Mr. Breese 
called for the yeas and nays, which were ordered ; 
ahd they resulted, yeas 20, nays 16. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read a 
third tine. . 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fraipay, Aprit 19, 1844, 


Mr. McKay offered the following resolution, 
which, by general consent, was considered and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretaries of War and Navy 
be requested to communicate to this House the fact, 
whether the combustible agent used by Mr. Colt was 
a secret before be made the same known at the seat 
of Govérnment ; and whether the mode of its appli. 
cation to harbor defence be new; and if new, what 
objections there are against its adoption, if objections 
do exist. . 

‘The Speaker communicated a letter from the Sec 
retary of War, transmitting a report in relation to 
experiments made by officers under the direction of 
the department, for the purpose of testing the 
strength and utility of cannon manufactured 
from wrought iron; which letter and report were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The bill from the Senate to establish a navy-yard 
and depot at or near the city of Memphis, on the 
Mississippi river in the State of Tennessee, was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 


‘Tuespay, Arrit 23. 


A letter was received from the Secretary of the 
Navy, transmitting a report in relation to wrought 
iron cannon; which letter and report were referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


Monpay, Aparit 29. 
Mr. Levy, by general consent, offered the follow. 























































Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of War be requested 
to furnish to this House copies of all correspondence 
between the department, or any of its bureaus, with 
the commanding officers in Florida since the first of 
November, 1842, respecting the Indians remaining 
in said Territory; and the orders which have been 
given to said officer with respect to the removal of 
said Indians from that Territory, or their continuance 
init; together with all letters from any citizens of 
Florida which may have been addressed to the de- 
partment, or referred to it, respecting the proper 
policy to be adopted with said Indians ; and that he 
also transmit to this House copies of whatever infor- 
mation may have been received at the department 

respecting the recent Indian aggressions and murder 

in West Florida. 


Wepnrspay, May 15. 


Mr. Fisn, from the Committee on Military Affairs, 

to which were referred sundry resolutions and peti- 

tions in relation tothe Military Academy at West 

Point, made a report thereon, accompanied by a bill 
to reduce the expenses of the Military Academy at 
West Point, and for other purposes; which bill was 
read a first and second time, and committed to the 
Committee uf the Whole House on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. Parmenrer, frorh the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which was referred the bill from the Sen. | 
ate entitled an act supplementary to the act entitled 
‘*an act to regulate the pay of the navy of the Uni. 
ted States,” reported the same without amendment ; 

which was committed to the Committee of the Whole 

House on the state of the Union, 

On motion of Mr. Parmenter, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be Hh, 
discharged from the consideration of the petition of 
Joseph K. Boyd ; the petition of citizens of Pennsyl- 
vania for a dry dock at Philadelphia; the petition of 4 
citizens of Maine for a reduction of pay in the na. hed 
vy ; the memorial of Richard A. Gilpin; the petition 4 
of Wm. P. McConnell, and the petition of Madison 
Wheeden ; and that they be laid upon the table. 

Mr. Parmenter, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which were referred communications from 
the Secretaries of War and Navy in relation to large 
wrought iron guns, and the bursting of a large 
wrought iron gun on board of the Princeton, made a 
report thereon; which was laid upon the table. 

Mr. Tuomas H. Seymour, from the same commit. 
tee, made a report upon the petition of Sarah P. 
Mather, accompanied by a bill, to test the utility of 
the submarine telescope; which was read a first and 
second time, and comaiitted to a Committee of the - ti 
Whole House, 

On motion of Mr. Barringer, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be « 
discharged from the further consideration of the re. 
solution of the House of the 29th of January last, 
in relation to a marine hospital at the junction of 
the Mississippi and Ohio rivers, and that it be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

A report was received from the Secretary of War, 
in answer to the resolution of the House of the 19th 
instant, as to whether the combustible agent used by 
Mr. Colt in his submarine explosions was a secret 
before he made the same known at the seat of Go. 
vernment, &c.; which letter was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. ’ 

Tuvrspay, May 16. A. 

A report from the Secretary of the Navy, in reply 
to a resolution of the House of the 29th of January, 
relating to the employment of the United States 
marines at the docks and navy-yards of the United 





ing resolution; which was considered and agreed to: 


States, was read, laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 
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Monpay, May 20. 


Mr. Sitons, from the Committee on Engraving, 

to which was referred the map or drawing accompa- 
nying the report in relation to the submarine tele- 
scope, reported the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to, viz : 
» Resolved, That the Committee on Engraving be 
required te procure the plates respecting the sub. 
marine telescope to accompany the report on the 
subject, 

The committee of the whole took up the bill mak. 
ing appropriations for the support of the navy. 

Mr. Parwenrer moved the following amendment: 

After the word *‘doHars” in the cleventh line, in- 
gert, Provided, That.the whole number of petty 
officers, seathen, ordinary seamen, landsmen, and 
boys in the naval service shall not exceed 7,500 at 
any one time during the fiscal year for which this 
appropriation is made. 

Mr. Suipetu moved the following as an amend. 
ment to the amendment: 

Provided, That no portion of the said sum be ap- 
plied to the pay of any officers of any grade beyond 
the number in the respective grades that were in the 
service on the first day of January, 1842; and Pro. 
vided further, That all persons who may have been 
appointed as master’s mates since the fourth day of 
August, 1842, and who were not, at the time of their 
appointment, able seamen of the first class, shall be 
forthwith disrated. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to, 
and the amendment, as amended, was adopted. 

Mr. ParMeENTER proposed an amendment as a sub. 
stitute for a very large part of the bill in detail, to 
effect reductions in various salaries, and the abolition 
of several offices. 

Mr. C. Jounson moved to amend the amendment 
by striking out all the appropriations in relation to 
the navy-yard at Washington, which he deemed en. 
tirely useless, especially as there was a navy-yard at 
Gosport. He hoped the amendment which he now 
proposed would be adopted, and that, before the end 
of the session, the House would agree to transfer 
the navy-yard from Washington to some point on the 
Mississippi river, where it could be established with 
more advantage to the interests of the country. 

The Committe rose and reported progress, 


Tvespay, May 21. 


The bill making appropriations for the support of 
the navy was taken up in Committee of the Whole, 
the question being on the amendment by Mr, Jounn- 
son to strike out the appropriation for the Navy 
Yard at Washington. 

This motion having given rise to a wide debate, 
principally on the subject of naval depot on the 
western waters, Mr. Jounson withdrew the amend- 
ment, stating that at another time he would present 
in a different form. 

Mr. Hunt offered the following amendment : 

Provided, That no more than one-half of the mo. 
neys appropriated by this act shall be expended in the 
naval service, or drawn from the treasury previous to 
the Ist day of January, 1945, excepting the suins 
appropriated for improvements in the necessary re- 
pairs of navy yards. 

After a long discussion, the burden of which was tne 
annexation of ‘Texas and the usurpation of power by 
the Executive, the Committee rose and reported pro- 
gress. 


Wenpnespay, May 22. 

The House resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and resumed the 
consideration of the bill making appropriations for 
the naval service for the fiscal year ending the 30th 
day of June, 1845. 





The following amendment was offered by Mr. 
PARMENTER : 

** After the word * dollars’ in the eleventh line, 
insert, Provided, That the whole number of peity 
officers, seamen, ordinary seamen, landsmen, and 
boys in the naval service, shal} not exceed 7,500 at 
any one time during the fiscal year for which this 
appropriation is made.” 

To which Mr. Hunt of New York offered the fol- 
lowing as an amendment: 

“ Provided, That no more than one half of the 
moneys appropriated by this act shall be expended in 
the naval service, or drawn from the treasury pre- — 
vious to the Ist day of January, 1846, excepting the 
sums appropriated for improvements in the necessary 
repairs of navy yards.” 

The question was taken on the amendment to the 
amendment which was offered by Mr. Hunt, and 
carried, yeas 62, nays 61. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
as amended, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. Levy submitted the following amendment ; 
which was rejected : 

** Provided, ‘That proposals for the different arti- 
cles of supply required for use or delivery at each 
respective naval station in the United States, shall be 
advertised for separately ; and that theadvertisement 
for such proposals shall be made in the principal 
newspapers published in the same, and adjoining 
States, in which the yard is located at which delivery 
is required to be made. 

Mr. Cave Jounson submitted an amendment pro- 
viding that no vessel shall hereafter be built or re- 
built, except by express authority of Congress. 

Mr. F isu moved toamend the amendment by strik- 
ing out the word “ rebuilt.” 

The question being put, the amendment to the 
amendment was rejectec, and the amendment was 
agreed to. 

Mr. Levy submitted an amendment providing that 
no part of the appropriation made for the equipment 
and repairs of the navy shall be applied to the pay- 
ment of any officers whose offices have not been cre- 
ated by law. Agreedto. 

Mr. Parmenter offered an amendment striking 
out the 29th line, and imeerting the words “ for en- 
closing and grading the square on whieh the naval 
depot at Charlestown is ereeted, and for the building 
of a house for the superintendent.” 

Mr. Fick.in called for a division of the question ; 
and it was first taken on striking out, and agreed to; 
and then on enclosing the yard and building a house 
at Charlestown, and rejected. 

Some unimportant change was made in the item 
of appropriation for New Hampshire, on the motion 
of Mr. Parmenter. 

The clerk read the other items unti} he arrived at 
that in reference to the navy yard at New York; 
when 

Mr. Murrny offered the amendment which he had 
before indicated his intention to offer, to direct the 
Secretary of the Navy to proceed with the stone 
dry-dock at Brooklyn, New York; for which there 
is now an unexpended balance of the appropriation 
made in 1842, 

Mr. Szymour moved to amend the amendment so 
as to provide that the Secretary of the Navy should 
contract for a sectional floating dock at New York. 

Tellers were called for, who reported 50 in the af- 
firmatiye, and 77 in the negative. So the amend- 
ment tothe amendment was negatived. 

Mr. Pueenix offered an amendment vesting in the 
Secretary of the Navy the discretion whether to con- 
struct a floating or a stone dry-dock. 

Tellers were called for, and they reported 93 in 
the affirmative; which was deemed a majority, and 
the negative was not taken. 
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The question was then taken on the amendment 
as amended, and it was rejected. 

Mr, E. J. Biack effered an amendment to direct 
the Secretary of the Navy to proceed with the con- 
struction of a dry-dock at Pensacola; which, after 
an objection on a point of order by Mr. Levy, was 
megatived. 

Mr. E. J. Morris submitted an amondment dircct- 
ing the Secretary of the Navy to contract with John 
S. Gilbert for the erection of a floating dock at Phi- 
iadelphia, to be paid for at a sum not exceeding 
$200,006, contingent on an examination and appro- 
val when constructed, &c. 

The Cuaieman ruled the amendment to be out of 
order; and on an appeal, the decision of the chair 
was Sustained by the committee, 

Mr. E, J. Morris then offered an amendment di- 
recting the President of the United States to cause 
an examination and survey to be made for a dry-dock 
at Philadelphia. 

Mr. Hare moved to amend so as to make the 
amendment extend to all navy-yards where there 
were no dry.docks, 

Mr. E. J. Morris accepted the amendment. 

Mr. Levy moved that the samo provision be adopt- 
ed in relation to Pensacola, as had been adopted in 
celation te New York, Agreed to, yeas 67, nays 45; 
taken by tellers. 

Mr. Buacx offered a proviso to that amendment, 
pending the question of which proviso, 

On motion of Mr. J. W. Davis, the committeo 
rose. 


Tuurspay, May 23. 


On motion of Mr. McKay, the Houso resolved it- 
self into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, Mr. Dromcoore in the chair, and resumed 
the consideration of the naval appropriation bill. 

Mr. Rarnesun moved an additional section to the 
bill; which, after being modified in compliance with 
suggestions from various members, was adopted. 

Mr. G,. Davis offered the following, which was 
adopted : 

And be it further enacted, That there be, and is 
hereby, appropriated for the purchase of American 
water-rotted hemp for the use of the navy, the sum 
of $50,000. i 

Mr. McKay offered the following amendment : 

Be it further enacted, That the following sums be, 
and*the same are hereby, approptiated to supply de- 
ficiencies in the appropriations for the naval service, 
made for the year ending the 30th June, 1844, and 
under the following heads: 

For the pay of superintendents, naval constructors, 
and all the civil establishments of the several navy 
yards, $12,000. 

For the incroase, repair, armament, and equip- 
ment of the navy, and wear and tear of vessels in 
commission, $120,000. 

For the completion of an iron steamer on Lieuten- 
ant Hunter's plan, and now in course of construction 
at Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, $200,000. 

For contingent expbnses enumerated, $200,000. 

For contingent expenses not enumerated, $1,500. 

For steamers on the lakes, $18,500 82. 

For clothing for the navy, including transportation, 
and any other expense, to be reimbursed out of the 
sale of clothing, $130,000. 

Mr. McKay called for the reading of a communi- 
cation showing that the appropriation contemplated 
in the amendment was necessary to provide for de- 
ee of the last year; and it was read accord- 
ingly. 

Mr. Brencve wished to inquire of the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means if this large 
appropriation was intended for the operations of the 
squadron in the Gulf of Mexico. 





Mr. Houston objected to any question of the kind. 

The question recurring on Mr. McKay's: amend. 
ment, 

r =e 4 Barnard called for tellers; which were or- 
ered, 

Mr. McKay, then, by permission, observed that this 
amendment was offered by direction of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, and it was to supply a defi- 
cit in the appropriations of the last year. As the 
amendmont, however, had produced some excitement 
in the committee, he would withdraw it, and bring 
the proposition forward in a separate bill. 

Mr. Kine of Massachusetts proposed an amend. 
ment to prohibit spirit rations and to supply money 
as a substitute; tho vote on which was taken, and 
there were 75 in the affirmative, and 49 in the nega- 
tive. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Me. Has submitted an amendment for the aboli- 
tion of corporal punishment in the navy and marine 
corps, and the repeal! of all laws authorizing corporal 
punishment. 

Mr. Scuenck offered an amendment to the amend- 
ment, to the effect that no order for shortening sail 
on ship board shall be obligatory without the concur. 
rence, by vote, of a majority of the ship’s company. 
That, he remarked, would be at least democratic. 

The vote on the amendment to the amendment was 
taken by tellers, and 23 voted in the affirmative. It 
was then abandoned. 

The question then recurred on the amendment of 
the gentleman from New Hampshire; on which the 
vote was taken by the same tellers, and resulted thus, 
67 in the affirmative, and 63 in the negative. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The ceninittee then rose, and reported the bill with 
its amendments, to the House. 

On motion of Mr. McKay, the House resolved it- 
self into Committee of the Whole, and took up for 
consideration the amendments made by the Senate 
to the bill making appropriatlous for certain fortifi- 
cations. 

The amendments of the Senate were concurred 
in, and the bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House, 

The fortification bill taken up in the House and 
the amendment of the Committee concurred in. 


Fripay, May 24, 


Mr. Parmenter, from the Committee on Naval Af 
fairs, reported the following resolution : 

Resolved, That Wednesday, the 29th, and Thurs. 
day, the 30th of May instant, be assigned for the 
consideration of bills reported by the Committee 


on Naval Affairs, provided so much time be neces. 
sary. 


Monpay, May 27. 


Theil! for the relief of the orphans, widows, &c., 
of the officers, seamen, and marines, lost with the 
Grampus, as amended by the Senate was taken up 
and was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
and the amendmends were ordered to be printed, 

The bill from the Senate to consolidate and amend. 
the- acts in relation to the pensions of the widows 
and orphans of naval officers, seamen, and marines, 
was read twice and referred to the Committee om 
Naval Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Grinnett, 

Resolved, That the Joint Committee on the Libra- 
ry be requested to inquire intothe expediency of pub- 
lishing three thousand copies of such of the surveys 
made by the late exploring expedition, as they may 


‘think will be useful; and that said copies be sold 


at a price that will defray the expense of publica- 
tion. 
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NEGOTIATIONS WITH TEXAS RELATIVE 
TO ARMY AND NAVY MOVEMENTS. 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

Wasuinoton, May 31, 1544. 
To the Senate of the United States: 


In answer to the resolution of the Senate of the, 
22d instant, requesting information in regard to any 
promise by the President of military or other aid to 
Texas in the event of an agreement on the part of 
that Republic to annex herself to the United States, 
I transmit a report from the Secretary of State and 
the documents by which it was accompanied. 

In my message to the Senate of the 15th of this 
month, I adverted to the duty which, in my judg- 
ment, the signature of the treaty for the annexation 
of Texas had imposed upon me, to repel any inva- 
sion of that country by a foreign Power while the 
treaty was undor consideration in the Senate, and I 
transmitted reports from the Secretaries of War and 
of the Navy, with a copy of the orders which had 
been issued from those Departments for the purpose 
of enabling me to execute that duty. In those or- 
ders, General Taylor was directed to communicate 
with the President of Texas upon the subject, and 
Captain Conner wae instructed to communicate with 
the Chargé d’Affaires of the United States accredited 
to that Government. No copy of any communica. 
tion which either of those officers may haye made 
pursuant to those orders has yet been received at the 
Departinents from which they emanated. 

JOHN TYLER. 


oe 


Department or Stare, 
Wasuineton, May 30, 1844. 
To the President of the United States: 

The Secretary of State, to whom was referred the 
resolution of the Senate of the 22d instant, in Ex- 
ecutive session, requesting the President to inform 
the Senate whether any engagement or agreement 
has taken place between the President of the United 
States and the President of Texas, in relation to 
naval or military aid, or any other aid to Texas, in 
the event of an agreement on the part of Texas to 
annex herself to the United States; and, if so, all 
the particulars of such agreement or promise, with 
the copies of the same, if in writing, and also a copy 
of all communications, if any have been made, tu 
the President of Texas, informing him of the march 
and sailing of portions of our army and navy, and 
the orders given thei to communicate with and re- 
port tothe said President of Texas, has the honor 
to lay before the President a copy of the following 
papers : 

1. A note, dated the 17th of January last, from 
Mr. Van Zandt, Chargé d’Affaires of Texas, to Mr. 
Upshur, inquiring whether after a treaty for the an- 
nexation of ‘I'exas to the United’ States should be 
signed, but before it should go into operation, the 
President of the United States would, if Texas 
should desire or consent to it, order such a disposi- 
‘ion of the naval and military force of the United 





~ 


States as would be sufficient to protect Texas against 
foreign aggression ? 

To this note no answer was returned by the person 
to whom it was addressed. 

2. A despatch fiom Mr. Murphy to Mr. Upshur, 
dated the 15th of February last, announcing the 
appointment of General Henderson as a Plenipoten- 
tiary on the part of Texas, and stating the assu- 
rances given by Mr. Murphy which led to that ap- 
pointment. 

3. A despatch from Mr. Murphy to Mr. Upshur, 
dated the 22d of February, offering suggestions in 
regard to the protection of Texas from invasion, 
pending a treaty of annexation. 

No despatch from Mr, Murphy of the 19th of Feb. 
ruary is on filein this Department. It is presumed, 
therefore, that in referring to a despatch of that date, 
in his letter of the 22d of February, he intended to 
refer to the despatch of the 15th of that month. 

4. A note, dated the 14th of February last, from 
Mr. Jones, Secretary of State of Texas, to Mr. 
Murphy, requiring as a condition of the appointment 
of General Henderson, assurances that this Govern- 
ment would station troops and a naval force for the 
purpose of protecting Texas from invasion, and 
would guaranty the independence of Texas. 

5. A note from Mr. Murphy to Mr. Jones, of the 
same date, giving certain assurances in reply thereto. 

6. A note from Mr. Jones to Mr. Murphy, of the 
15th of February, announcing the appointment of 
General Henderson in consequence of the assurances 
given in Mr. Murphy’s note of the 14th. 

7. A secret order, dated the 19th of February, 
from Mr. Murphy to Lieutenant Davis, in command 
of the United States schooner Flirt, directing him to 
proceed with that vessel to Vera Cruz. 

8. An instruction from Mr. Nelson, Socretary of 
State ad interim to Mr. Murphy, of the llth of 
March last, disavowing the arrangement entered in. 
to between Mr. Murphy and Mr. Jones. 

9. A despatch from Mr. Murphy, dated the 14th 
ultimo, acknowledging the receipt of the instruction 
of Mr. Nelson. , 

10. A note, dated the 12th ultimo, addressed by 
Mr. Murphy to the Secretary of State of Texas, in 
compliance with the instruction of Mr. Nelson. 

ll. A note, dated the llth of last month, from 
the undersigned to Messrs. Van Zandt and Hender- 
son, referring to the note of Mr. Van Zandt to Mr. 
Upshur of the 17th of January, and informing them 
that during the pendency of a treaty of annexation 
the President would deem it his duty to use all the 
means placed within his power by the constitution 
to protect Texas from all foreign invasion. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

J. C. CALHOUN. 


Mr. Van Zandt to Mr. Upshur. 


Lecation or Texas, 
Wasnincton, January 17, 1844. 
Sim: It is known to you that an armistice has 
been proclaiined between Mexicgand ‘Texas; that 
that armistice has been obtained through the inter- 
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vention of several great Powers mutually friendly ; 
and that negotiations are now pending, having for 
their ebject a sottlement of the difficulties heretofore 
existing between the two countries. A proposition 
likewise having been submitted by the President of 
the United States, through you, for the annexation 
of Texas to this country, therefore (without indicat. 
ing the nature of the reply which the President of 
‘Texas may diré@&t to be made to this proposition) I 
beg leave to suggest that it may be apprehended, 
should a treaty of annexation be concluded, Mexico 
may think proper to at once terminate the armistice, 
break off the negotiations for peace, and again 
threaten or commence hostilities against Texas, and 
that some of the other Governments who have been 
instrumentalin obtaining their cession, if they do not 
throw their influence into the Mexican scale, may 
altogether withdraw their good offices of mediation, 
thus losing to Texas their friendship and exposing her 
to the unrestrained menaces of Mexico. In view, 
then, of these things, [ desire to submit through you 
to his excellency the President of the United States 
this inquiry: Should the President of Texas accede 
to the proposition of annexation, would the Presi- 
dent of the United States, after the signing of the 
treaty and before it shall be ratified and receive the 
final action of the other branches of both Govern- 
ments, in case Texas should desire it, or with her 


Were Texas to commence negotiations with the 
United States in relation to annexation, and they 
should from any cause be protracted, or ultimately 
result in failure, it would not only render our posi- 
tion in regard to Mexico peculiarly hazardous, but 
place us in a delicate attitude with other Powers. 
if Mexico were to apprehend such a state of affairs, 
it would provoke immediate hostilities against us. 
And if an armistice were even concluded, the Presi- 
dent is satisfied that it would be immediately viola- 
ted by Mexico. Hence it becomes necessary that 
this Government should be prepared for these con- 
tingencies, 

If, therefore, Gen, Murphy will, on the part of his 
Government, give assurances to this that the United 
States shall assume the attitude of a defensive ally of 
Texas against Mexico—that the United States will 
maintain a naval force in the Gulf of Mexico, sub- 
ject to his orders, able successfully to oppose the 
marine of Mexico, and-also a disposable force on ovr 
eastern and northeastern frontier of five hundred 
dragoons, with one thousand infantry at some 
southern station of the United States, whence they 
may be conveniently transported to our shores, in 
the event of necessity, the President will have no 
hesitation in forthwith despatching a Minister with 
ample powers to the Government of the United 
States, to co-operate with our Minister now there in 





consent, order such number of the military and na-! 


negotiating for the annexation of Texas. In the 


val forces of the United States to such necessary | event of a failure of the treaty of annexation, it is 


points or places upon the territory or borders of | 
Texas, or the Gulf of Mexico as shall be sufficient 
to protect her against foreign aggression ? 

This communication, as well asthe reply which 
you may make, will be considered by me as entirely 
confidential, not to be embraced in my regular offi- | 
cial correspondence to my Government, but enclosed 
direct to the President of Texas for his information. 

With assurances of my great regard, I have the 
honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ISAAC VAN ZANDT. 
Hion. A. P. Ursaur, &c. 


Mr, Jones to Mr, Murphy. 
DerartTMent oF State, 
Wasuinoton, February 14, 1844: 

Sia: The undersigned, by desire of the President, 
has the honor to communicate to General Murphy, 
Charyé d’ Affaires of the United States, that, having 
received assurances froin his Government that the 
annexation of Texas to the United States should 
take place, and having maturely considered the 
reasons adduced for the adoption of such a measure, 
he entertains no disinclination to taking up the sub. 
ject, and giving it the consideration which its ime 
portance demands. . 

It is proper to remark, prior to investing the 
proper persons with full powers for final negotiation 
thereupon, that the peculiar situation and relations 
of this country should be taken into view. Enga- 
ged, as this Government is, in negotiations with 
Mexico, under a suspension of jhostilities, it is but 
natur&l that it should desire to be fully prepared for 
the unfavorable’ termination of those negotiations. 


also necessary that this Government should have 
assurance or guaranty of its independence by the 
United States. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion 
to offer to Gen. Murphy the assurances of the high 
consideration with which he has the honor to be his 
most faithful and obedient servant, 

ANSON JONES, 
Gen. W.S. Murpuy, 
Chargé d’ Affaires of the United States, &c. 


Mr. Murphy to Mr. Jones. 
LecaTion of THE UnitreD States, 
Wasuineton, (Texas,) February 14, 1844, 

Sir: The undersigned, Chargé d’Affaires of the 
United States near the Government of this Republic, 
has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
note of this day, representing to him the delicate 
situation in which the negotiations pending between 
Texas and Mexico would place the Government and 
people of Texas, in case a negotiation for the an- 
nexation of Texas to the United States should beset 
on foot and ultimately fail of its objoct; and that 
even the progress of such negotiation between Texas 
and the United States, when known to Mexico, 
would, in all probability, provoke immediate bhostili- 
ties on the part of Mexico against Texas, and 
which Texas (I am well aware) is illy prepared to 
resist. * 

You therefore ask of me some pledge for the secu. 
rity of Texas pending such negotiations, previous to 
the appointment of a special Minister to act with 
Mr. Van Zandt, your Chargé d’Affaires near the 





Government of the United States, in opening and 
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—— —— 
conducting that negotiation at Washington city for 
the annexation of Texas to the United States., 

Sir, I have no hesitation in declaring, on the part 
of my Government, that neither Mexico nor any 
other Power will be permitted to invade Texas on 
account of any negotiation which may take place in 
relation to any subject upon which Texas is or may 
he invited by the United States to negotiate ; that 
the United States, having invited that negotiation, 
will be a guaranty of their honor that no evil shall 
result to Texas from accepting the invitation; and 
that active measures will be immediately taken by 
the United States to prevent the evils you sgem to 
anticipate from this source. . 

As far, therefore, as my power and authority may 
go, I will take care that my Government is speedily 
apprised of your views and wishes, and that a suffi- 
cient naval force shall be placed in the Gulf of 
Mexico, convenient for the defence of Texas, in case 
of any invasion which may threaten her seaboard 
pending such negotiation ; also, that measures shall 
be taken, as required by you, to repel any invasion 
by land of a like character. 

The undersigned is aware that, in the event of a 
failure of the present proposed negotiation, and for 
some time thereafter, it would be reasonable to ex- 
pect that Texas should have an opportunity to place 
herself in an attitude of defence in case her negotia- 
tion with the United States on the subject of an- 
nexation should provoke an attack from Mexico. 
He therefore feels no reluctance in assuring Mr. 
Jones that the United States would not hastily with- 
draw her protection even if the negotiation should 
fail of its object; and he conceives that the high 
honor of his country may well be relied upon for 
such protection to an extent that shall leave no just 
cause of complaint. E 

The undersigned would also inform Mr. Jones 
that the United States have now a naval force in the 
Gulf which the undersigned believes to be vastly an 
overmatch for any naval force Mexico can command 
at sea. But he is not so fully advised of the amount 
of land forces on or near the south and southwestern 
border of the United States. He will assure Mr. 
Jones, however, that no time will bo lost in giving 
to ‘Texas ample assurance of her safety whilst acting 
upon this subject at the instance of the United 
States. And the undersigned will fully advise his 
Government of all the circumstances of the case 
without delay, and press upon their consideration its 
vast importance to Texas, 

With regard to the assurance or guaranty of the 
independence of Texas by the United States, in the 
event of the failure of the proposed negotiation for 
the annexation of ‘Texas to the United States, the 
undersigned has no authority from his Government 
to make such assurance or guaranty. But he pro. 
poses to Mr, Jones that the Minister of Texas shall 
bo fully satisfied on this subject bythe Government 
of the United States after he shall arrive at Wash- 
ington city and before entering upon such negotia- 
tion. 


Tho undersigned takes great pleasure, on this oc. 








casion, in renewing to Mr. Jones the assurance of 
his great respect and high consideration. 
W.S. MURPHY. 
The Hon. Anson Jones 
Secretary of State of the Republic of Texas, ¢-c. 





Mr. Jones to Mr. Murphy. 
DerparTMe®t or State, 
Wasuinoton, February 15, 1844, 


Sm: The undersigned, Secretary of State of the 
Republic of Texas, has the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of the note of Mr. Murphy, Chargé d’Af- 
faires of the United States to this Government, of 
yesterday’s date, in reply to the note of the under- 
signed of the same date, The assurances given by 
Mr. Murphy, on the part of his Government, are of 
so satisfactory a character that the President has 
concluded to despatch without delay a special agent 
(the Hon. J. P. Henderson) to the city of Washing. 
ton, with full powers, in conjunction with our Chargé 
d’Affaires now resident at that court, to enter into 
negotiations, and to conclude and sign a treaty with 
the Government of the United States for the annexa- 
tion of Texas to that country. 

Tho undersigned avails himself with much plea. 
sure of this occasion to renew to Gen. Murphy, 
Chargé d’Affaires of the United States, the assu- 
rances of his highest consideration and respect. 

+ ANSON JONES. 
To Gen. W. S. Murpny, 
Chargé d’Affuires of the United States, ¢c. 





Mr. Murphy to Mr. Upshur. 
Leeation or Tue Unitep States, 
Wasaineton, (Texas,) February 15, 1844. 

“Sim: I have the honor to inform you that, on the 
5th instant, I received your despatch requiring me 
torepair to the seat of Government and present to 
his execllency President Houston the weighty cone 
siderations which had induced the Government of 
the United States to propose to that of Texas the an- 
nexation of the latter to the former country. 

In obedience to that request, I arrived here on 
the 10th instant, and it affords me the most exquisite 
pleasure to announce to you the complete accom. 
plishment of your wishes. The Government of 
Texas will invest Gen. J. P. Henderson with full 
powers as Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni- 
potentiary, to proceed to Washington city with all 
possible despatch, forthe purpose of negotiating with 
the Government of the United States a treaty for the 
complete transfer of the public domain and the an- 
nexation of Texas to the United States. 

This was concluded upon last evening by the 
President and his Cabinet, on the part of Texas, and 
the undersigned, on the part of the United States, 
The powers to be given to Gen. Henderson are to be 
of the fullest and most complete character, so that 
no impediment shall be found requiring further or 
other powers, or further or other instructions. But 
inasmuch as the commissioners of Texas now in 
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Mexico, in treaty or negotiation touching an armis- 
tice, are supposed not to have concluded their labors, 
and it is clear to the President of Texas that, so soon 
as this negotiation in relation to the annexation is 
known to the Government of Mexico, all negotiation 
on that and all other questions between Texas and 
Mexico will cease, and that the President of Mexico 
will instantly commence active hostilities against 
Texas, which Texas is wholly unprepared, by sea or 
land, to resist, it is understood that the Government 
ofthe United States, having invited Texas to this 
negotiation, will at once, and before any negotiation 
is set on foot, place a sufficient naval force in the 
Gulf to protect the coast of Texas, and hold a suffi- 
cient force of cavalry, or other description of mount- 
ed troops, on the southwestern border of the United 
States, in readiness to protect or aid in the protection 
of Texas pending the proposed negotiation for an- 
nexation. I trust my Government will at once see 
the propriety of this course of policy ; for I found it 
impossible to induce this Government to enter hearti- 
ly into the measure of annexation without an assu- 
rance that my Government would not fail to guard 
Texas against all the evils which were likely to as- 
sail Texas in consequence of her meeting and com. 
plying with the wishes of the United States. And 
I took occasion to assure the President that the 
honor of my Government was more than a sufficient 
guaranty to Texas that she would not suffer from 
any act done in conformity with the advice and de- 
sire of my Government. 

I gave these assurances to secure the object my 
Government has in view. I took upon myself a 
great responsibility, but the case required it; and 
you will, I hope, justify me to the President. 

I write in great haste, sending this note by express 
to Galveston, to be forwarded to you at the earliest 
possible moment ; and, in five or ten @days after you 
receive it, General Henderson, the Toxian Minister, 
will be with you. 

I shall svon repair to Galveston, and the President 
will go to Houston, in order to be nearer to each 
other, and where we can have the readiest inter- 
course with the United States. 

Your obedient servant, 

W.S. MURPHY. 
To tho Hon. A. P. Ursnur, 
Secretary of State, §-c. 





Mr. Murphy to Mr. Upshur. 
Lecation or THE Unirep States, 


No. 21.} Wasuineton, (‘Texas,) Feb, 22, 1844, 

Sin: I wrote to you on the 19th instant, by Mr. 
Miller, acknowledging the receipt of your commu- 
nication by Captain Todd, and informing you that 
some days before his arrival I had agreed with the 
Government of Texas upon the terms upon which a 
special Minister wasto go out from this Government 
tothat of the United States, with full powers to treat 
for the annexation of T'exss to the United States, 
and that Colonel Henderson, the Minister appointed 
by this Government for that purpose, had eet out for 
Washington some days before the arriyal of Captain 





SS 
Todd. It being the intention of Captain Todd to 
return immediately to Washington, I ayail myself of 
his politeness to communicate to you the correspon. 
dence between this Government and the undersigned 
on the part of the United States, which led to the 
appointment of Colonel Henderson. with the authori- 
ty above mentioned. 

Enclosed I send, also, the copy of a “ secret or- 
der” to Commandant Davis, ef the United States 
schooner Flirt, which was given at the earnest soli- 
citation of Gen. Houston, and consonant to my own ° 
opinion of the propriety of the measure as one of 
forecast and precaution. And I trust that the Presi- 
dent, as well as the Department of State, will not 
only approve of it as such, but will give it immediate 
co-operation and effect by sending a fleet of greater 
force into the Gulf with as little delay as possible. 
It would be very desirable if a war-steamer, drawing 
not more than twelve or thirteen feet water, could 
be sent to Galveston. One of that class could enter 
that port with safety, and would be very efficient on 
that account. 

It is not less important that a body of light troops 
anda few hundred heavy infantry should be held in 
readiness on the line of Texas, and subject to my 
order in their after movements. 

The President and myself having agreed to go to 
Houston and Galveston in order to facilitate our cor- 
respondence with the Government of the United 
States, and atthe same time receive the earliest 
notice of the movements of the Mexican forces, will 
leave this place in eight or ten days, whey we hope 
to hear from you as soon as Colonel Henderson ar- 
rives at Washington city. You will perceive it to 
be our opinion that the appearance of an imposing 
force in the Gulf will check any movement on the 
part of Mexico against Texas, and it will be far 
better to check a movement of hostility than to op. 
pose it, even successfully after it has moved. The 
first check is not an act of open war; the second is, 
Besides, we can allege that the proclamation issued 
by the Texian Government of a cessation of hostili- 
ties, without limit of time, having beon induced as 
understood by the mediation of England and the 
United States, both are bound in good faith to take 
care that no violation of this proclamation be made 
by either party without the previous notice required 
by the laws of nations, as well as by the principles 
of justice and common sense. No such notice has 
been given by Mexico to Texas, and until it is given 
both England and the United States are bound in 
good faith io resist any sudden invasion of Texas by 
Mexico, opposing even force to force. 

Is it not proper that the Mexican Government be 
apprised of this in due time, if the view is correct ? 
And is it not best that an imposing force be kept at 
Vera Cruz to check a movement by land or sea 
against ‘I'exas? Jor Mexico will not even attempt 
an invasion by land if she sees it is to be resisted, 
upon the principles above mentioned, by an immedi. 
ate attack upon Vera Cruz by water. 

You will see that Iam anxious to check, by the 
appearance of an imposing force, even the incipient 
steps of any hostile invasion of Texus by Mexico, 
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because it will be so much more easy to heal the 
wound inflicted on Mexico by the severance of her 
Texian terrif6ry and its annexation to the United 
States, if it is not accompanied with the effusion of 
blood. Nor can thore be the least prospect for the 
angry grumbling of other Powers, if there is no open 
war for them to interfere in. 

Permit me, sir, to congratulate you, the President, 
and my beloved country, upon the almost inevitable 
success of this great measure of annexation, the 
happy termination of so many impending difficulties, 
and the great and most brilliant success of the Ad- 
ministration and of the Department under your more 
immediate contrel. Whatever can be done to ensure 
your final success in this measure, fraught with 
countless and almost inconceivable blessings to my 
country, has already been done here. ‘The rest must 
be done at Washington city. A treaty made there 
will be received and ratified here with loud shouts 
and acclamations by the peopie, and the Government 
here will heartily participate in the general joy. 

Let there be no unnecessary delay on the part of | 
my Govornment in the final adjustment of this mea. | 
eure. Urge upon all concerned the absolute neces. 
sity of despatch and the evils of delay. Degpatech | 


will secure a peaceable acquisition of this almost in- | 
valuable country. Delay may bring ona war im.. 
mensely expensive in blood and treasure, and result | 
in the loss of all sought to be gained. 


Your obedient servant, 





W.S. MURPHY , 
To the Hon. A. P. Ursarer, 
Secretary of State of the United States. 


[Secret Order] 
Wasnineton, (Texas,) February 19, 1844. | 

Sir: Yon will sail without delay to Vera Cruz, | 
remaining there so long only astoascertain if any ex- | 
pedition, by land or sea, is meditated or in progress 
against Texas by Mexico. 

It is very desirable, also, that the officer com- 
manding such American vessels of war as may be 
lying at Vera Cruz, or that you may fall in with on 
your cruise, should know that their presence in the 
Gulf at Vera Cruz, or at Galveston, or on the line of 
sailing between those two ports, is very necessary at 
this time, and that, if they have not orders to that | 
effect, they will soon receive such, in all probability ; | 
and that the naval force of the United States will be 
required to prevent any invasion of the Texian coast 
which may be meditated by Mexico or by any other 
Power giving her aid and assistance for that pur- 
pose. 

If General Thompson should arrive in Vera Cruz 
whilst you are there, offer him a passage to Galves- 
ton in the Flirt, where I wish much to see him, 
whence he can go to the United States on a steamer. 

You will return to Galveston as quick as possible, 
two or three days only being allowed you for the 
above purpose at Vera Cruz. 

Yours, &c. 

Lieutenant J. A. Davis, 


Commanding U.S. schooner Flirt. 





W. S. MURPHY. 





Mr. Nelson to Mr. Murphy. 
No. 15.] DeparTMENT oF STATE, 
Wasuineton, March 11, 1844. 

Sir: Your despatch No, 21, with accompanying 
correspondence with the Secretary of State of the 
Government of Texas, the copy of your order to 
Lieutenant Davis, in command of the Flirt, and your 
private letter of the 22d of February, were received 
by the handsof Captain Todd on Saturday night, 

Of the anxiety of the President to provide for the 
annexation of the territory of Texas to that of the 
United States you have been heretofore apprized ; and 
of his readiness, by negotiation, promptly to effec. 
tuate this desire you are well aware. He regards 
the measure as one of vital importance to both par- 
ties, and as recominended by the highest considera- 
tions of a sound public policy. 

Entertaining these views, the President is gratified 
to perceive in the course you have pursued in your 
intercourse with the authorities of Texas the evi- 
dences of a cordial co-operation in this cherished ob- 
ject of his policy; but instructs me to say, that 
whilst approving the general tone and tenor of that 
intercourse, he regrets to perceive in the pledges 
given by you in your communication to the Hon. 
Anson Jones of the 14th of February, that you have 
suffered your zeal to carry you beyond the line of 
your instructions, and to commit the President to 


measures for which he has no constitutional authori. 


ty to stipulate. 
The employment of the army or navy against a 
foreign Power, with which the United States are at 


| peace, is not within the competency of the President, 


and whilst he is not indisposed, as a measure of pru- 
dent precaution and as preliminary to the proposed 
negotiation, to concentrate in the Gulf of Mexico, 
and on the southern borders of the United States, a 
naval and military force to be directed to the defence 
of the inbabitants and territory of Texas, at a pro- 
per time, he cansot permit the authorities of that Go. 
vernment er yourself to labor under the misappre- 
hension that he has power to employ them at the pe- 
riod indicated by your stipulations. 

Of these impressions, Mr. Van Zandt, the Chargé 
d’Affaires of the Texian Government, has been, and 
General Henderson, who is daily expected here, will 
be fully advertised. In the mean time, the President 
desires that you will at once countermand your in- 
structions to Lieutenant Davis as far as they are in 
conflict with these views. 

In any emergency that may occur, care will be 
taken that the commanders of the naval and military 
forces of the United States shall be properly instruct- 
ed. Your request that they may bo placed under 
your control cannot be gratified. 

I am happy, however, to believe that no exigency, 
requiring the use of force by the United States 
against Mexico or any other Power, is likely to result 
froin the negotiation with Texas. The annexation, 
I trust, may be speedily and peacefully accomplished. 

Advices of a late datesfrom Mexico authorize the 
belief that the negotiation between that Power and 
Texas has been broken off, and that the armistice 
has been suspended. If this be so, it will render im. 
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mediate annexation most important to Texas, since 
the power of Mexico, if at all to be dreaded, can in 
that event only be paralyzed by the prompt execu- 
tion of our common purpose, But we have good 
reason.to believe that no such dread need be enter- 
tained; and that, in the present exhausted condition 
of her finances, she has the ability neither to equip 
nor for any continuous period to sustain a hostile 
force within the limits of Texas. 

In the actual condition of our relations with Texas 
it will occur to you, as being altogether important, 
that the favorable tendencies of that Government 
should be fortified and strengthened, and that you 
should avail yourself of all proper and snitable occa- 
sions to impress its authorities with a strong sense of 
the earnest desire of the President to introduce them 
into the priviliges of our Union, and of his fixed 
purpese to exert his whole authority to carry out this 
desire, and in the mean time to extend to Texas ev- 
ery protection that his constitutional powers may 
enable him to afford, 

[ have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your 
obedient servant, JOHN NELSON, 

Secretary of State ad interim. 


Hon. W. S. Murpny, &c., &c., &c. 





Mr. Calhoun to Messrs. Van Zandt and Henderson. 
Wasnineron, April 11, 1844. 

GentLemen: The letter addressed by Mr. Van 
Zandt to the late Secretary of State, Mr. Upshur, 
to which you have called my attention, dated Wash- 
ington, 17th of January, 1844, has been laid before 
the President of the United States, 

In reply to it, I am directed by the President to 
say that the Secretary of the Navy has been instruct- 
ed to order a strong naval force to concentrate in the 
Gulf of Mexico'to meet any emergency; and that 
similar orders have been issued by the Secretary of 
War to move the disposable military forces on our 
southwestern frontier for the same purpose. Should 
the exigency arise to which you refer in your note 
to Mr. Upshur, [am further directed by the Presi- 
dent to say that, during the pendency of the treaty of 
annexation, he would deen it his duty to use all the 
means placed within his power by the constitution 
to protect Texas from all foreign invasion. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 

J.C. CALHOUN, 
To Messrs. J. Van Zanpt and J. P. Henperson, 
Ministers from the Republic of Texas. 


——— 


Mr. Murphy to the Secretary of State. 
LeGaTION OF THE UniteD Srares, 
Ga.veston, (Texas,) April 14, 1844. 

Sm: Your despatch No. 15, of the 11th March, 
was received on the llth April, and on the day fol- 
lowing the undersigned addressed a note to the Sec- 
retary of State of the Republic of Texas, a copy of 
which is herewith enclosed. 

The United States schooner Flirt was absent from 
this port only four days under the order to which you 
allude. She was driven back by adverse winds, 





The object of sending her out was purely to obtain 
information, &c. 
I have the honor to be your cbedient servant, 


W.S. MURPHY. 


To the Hon. Secretary or State 
of the United States. 





Mr. Murphy to Mr. Jones. 
Lecation or THE Unitep Stares, 
Gatveston, (Texas.) April 12, 1844, 

Sm: The undersigned, Chargé d’Affairs of the 
United States near the Government of the Republic 
of Texas, has the honor of informing Mr. Jones that, 
whilst his Government approves of the general tone 
and tenor of his intercourse with the Government of 
the Republic of Texas, a regret is felt in pereviving 
that his zeal for the accomplishment of objects alike 
beneficial and interesting to both countries had led 
him beyond the strict line of hisinstructions, ‘That 
the President of the United States considers himself 
restrained by the constitution of the Wnion from the 
employment of the army and navy against a foreign 
Power with whom the United States are at peace ; 
and that whilst the President of the United States is 
not indisposed, as a measure of prudent precaution, 
and as preliminary to the proposed negotiation, to 
concentrate in the Gulf of Mexico and on the south. 
ern borders of the United States a sufficient naval 
and military force to be directed to the defence of 
the inhabitants and territory of Texas at a proper 
time, he is unwilling that the authorities of Texas 
should apprehend that he has power to employ this 
force at the period indicated in my note to you of the 
14th of February last, 

In making this communication to the Government 
of Texas, the undersigned is gratified at being ena. 
bled to assure Mr. Jones that no possible evil can or 
will ensue to Texas from this determination of his 
Government. Mexico is not in a condition, if it was 
her present purpose, to move hostilities against Tex- 
as; and no such movement can be reasonably appre- 
hended. j 

Mr. Jones is well advised, by the official report of 
the Texas Commissioners, who have lately adjourned 
their negotiations with the Commissioners of Mexico 
to a distant day, that the armistice heretofore pro- 
claimed by this Government between Texas and 
Mexico is yet in full force, and will continue, by ex- 
press agreement, until they meet again to resume 
negotiations. Long before that time can arrive, the 
great question of annexation will doubtless be set. 
tled, and the just wishes of the people of Texas and 
those of the United States, the undersigned fondly 
hopes, will have been consummated. 

The undersigned, congratulating Mr. Jones upon 
the probability of this great event—an event so full 
of interest and pregnant of results at once glorious 
and beneficial to both countries—renews to Mr. 
Jones the assurance of his most sincere respect and 
high consideration. 


Your obedient servant, 
W. S. MURPHY. 
To the Hon. Anson Jones, 


Secretary of State of Texas. 
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Foreign Miscellany. 


Frence Anmy.—The French Army is, at the pre- 
sent moment, composed of 75 regiments of Infantry 
of the Line, and 25 of Light Infantry, each consist- 
ing of 3 battalions ; 10 battalions of « Oxleans’ Rifle- 
men,” 2 Foreign regiments; 3 battalions of African 
Light Infantry, 5 of Zoaves, and 3 of Tirailleurs, all 
native Africans; 3 regiments of Marines, 30 compa- 
nies of Marine Artillery, and 36 companies of Artifi- 
cers for the dockyards and ports; 3 regiments of 
Carabineers, 10 of Cuirassiers, 12 of Dragoons, 8 of 
Hulans, 13 regiments of Light Cavalry (Chasseurs 
a cheval,) 9 regiments of Hussars, (of 5 squadrons 
each throughout;) 4 regiments of African Light 
Cavalry, and 3 squadrons of Sipahis; 14 regiments 
of Artillery, 4 of which have fourteen, and 10 fifteen 
batteries, 1 regiment of Pontoniers, 12 companies of 
Artificers of Artillery, and 6 squadrons of Baggage- 
train; 3 regiments of Engineers, 1 battalion of la. 
bourers, 4 squadrons of Pontoniers, and 4 companies 
of Artificers; 8 companies of non-commissioned 
Veteran Officers, 4 of Veterans of Cavalry, 10 of 
Veterans of Infantry, 13 of Veterans of Artillery, 
and 1 of Veterans of Engineers. 








Statistics or France.—General Paixhans afford- 
ed some interesting statistical details with respect 
to the Army and other points, in one of his recent 
speeches in the Chamber of Deputies. He stated | 


seeing, was the First Regiment of the “ Chasseurs 
@ Afrique,” which consists of twelve squadrons of 
Hussars and Chasseurs, exported from France about 
three years ago; and also some of the Moorish Gen- 
darmerie. The latter are a very usefulbody of men, 
and, I was told, had in general exhibited much gal- 
lantry. The former, the First Regiment of Chas- 
seurs, have maintained a high character for disci- 
pline, and military prowess ever since they were 
levied, some years since, under the command of the 
lamented Colonel de Schaumburg. Better officers, 
better soldiers, or better horses, could scarcely be 
found in any service; but there is one striking de- 
fect in its composition, and this is, the vast number 
of protégés, or favoured officers, among them ; 
young men placed in it simply as a step for gracing 
their shoulders with epaulets, or their button-holes 
with across! I heard marvels of the rapidity with 
which these aspirants have mounted the ladder to 
honours. 

The government has made a fatal blunder in 
sending horses from France for the remounts. In 
less than twelvemonth, one half of the horses in a 
regiment of twelve squadrons died, and the others 
are vegetating rather than living; so that a moiety 
of the regiment are hors de combat, and another 
moiety are on the non-effective roll. In truth, there 








cannot exist a more piteous spectacle than these 
poor animals; they wither and decay like exotics 
ander a northern sky ; they disfigure the squadrons 


the Military Expenditure for 1821 to have been | into which they are drafted, and scarcely look like 


6,920,000/. ; for 1827, 8,640,000/. ; 
000/.; for 1341, 14,240,0001. ; 


for 1839, 9,840, | 
for 1842, 


individuals of the same species as their Arab com- 


16,080,000/. |panions; in short, the whole regiment is overjoyed 


The expenditure in the Naval Department was, in| | when the last survivor among them has parted com- 


the year 1821, 1,800,000/.; in 1827, 2,680,000/. ; in| 
1839, 3,160.000/. ; in 1841, 5,000,000/. ; and in 1842, 
5,600,000/. 

_ France has not more sailors at this moment, when 
the population is thirty-four millions, than in 1776, 
when it did not exceed twenty-four millions. Her 
steam engines in 1819 amounted to, 200, equivalent 
to the labours of 40,000 hands; in 1830, they had 
risen to 572, equal to 118,000 hands; and in 1841 
to 3807, equal to 780,000 hands. 





Axoiers.—Among the auxiliary corps, the “ Light 
Infantry Battalions of Africa” hold a prominent 
rank. They are composed of the “ mauvais sujets” 
drafted from the whole French army, and in part of 
pardoned criminals. This was the class of men 
from whom the ‘ Zoaves” were formerly recruited ; 
but since the formation of the Light Infantry Bat. 
talions, they have been kept up either by voluntary 
enlistment, or drafts from French infantry regi- 
ments, particularly by receiving men whose term of 
service has expired, and are therefore at liberty to 
return home. There are plenty of good soldiers in 
the African Battalions ; but their moral qualifica- 
tions, as may be readily conceived, stand below 0 
They are kept under by severe discipline, and go 
among their brethren-in-arms, by the name of “ Ze. 
phyrs ;” the Zoaves, on the other hand, being nick- 
named “Jackals.” The only corps of the Gallo- 
African Cavelry whom I had an opportunity of 





penetrate in that direction. 


| pany from “ the things that be.” 

It is my decided opinion that the whole of the in- 
fantry employed in Africa should consist of Zoaves 
(or special corps;) and as the pay given to these 
corps is greater than that given to any other, there 
would be no difficulty in forming them out of volun. 
teer drafts of men, from the French line, who have ~ 


served two years, or one at the least, in Algiers. 
»| The regular cavalry, too, should be modelled into 


Light Dragoons, on the footing of the “ Chasseurs 
d’ Afrique ;” experience has proved such troops to be 
equally serviceable, whether as horse or foot soldiers ; 
they carry muskets and swords much like the infan- 
try; a trifling additional change, therefore, in con- 
junction with the drill for both services, would 
render them as efficient as the present corps of Chas- 
seursis. Had this system been adopted earlier in 
the day, the Arab cavalry would not have found a 


.| covert in their mountain fastnesses, but have been 


tracked into them in the pursuit, by dismounted 
pursuers, 

Abd-el-Kader has profited by dear-bought experi- 
ence, and cautiously avoids exposing his men to di- 
rect charges, or to contact with his worst enemy, 


-|the “ Chasseurs d’Afrique.” So long as the French 


troops keep to the plain, they move about under the 
protection of their cavalry; but as soon as they get 
among mountains and ravines, the Arab commences 
his war of extermination, the cavalry being uable to 


On the merch to 
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Miliana, there were but few squadrons which found 
occasion to draw their swords, and fewer to ure their 
guns. 

Prussian Anmy.—The reform in the equipments 
of the infantry is about to be followed up by changes 
in the dress, &c., of the cavalry ; the grey riding 
trouser is to be laid aside, and replaced by ** Gusta 
vus-Adolphus boots,” of soft, white horse-skin, which 
pass over the knee up one-third of the thigh, and are 
there fastenedby three or four buttons. Spurs, with 
leathers and buckles, are to be again brought into 
use ; I saw patterns of both at the War Department. 
A Board of Artillery Officers has also been formed 
for the purpose of considering whether the same, or 
nearly the same, celerity of movement which cha. 
racterises the horse, may not be given to the foot ar- 
tillery. It is proposed that the infantry of this 
branch of the service should never move on foot, ex- 
cepting when on the march ; but, when in the field, 
be constantly borne on the carriages of the guns, or 
ride led-horses, when the duty requires it.—Berlin, 
5th March. 








Russian Miirary Rewarps.—An order of the day, 
issued on the lst of February last year, declared all 
inferior officers in the Russian army, who should 
voluntarily relinquish their claim to promotion to a 
higher post, and had been recognised as entitled to 
wear the silver Port d’Epée for their meritorious 
services, to be exempt from all corporal punishment 
so long as they were permitted to wear that mark of 
distinction. A second order of the day, however, 
promulgated on the 3d of November last, makes a 
further addition to the distinctions awarded to the 
soldier, Subalterns, who are decorated with the in. 
signia of merit of the Orders of St. George or of 
Anne, are to be exempted, in common with the in- 
ferior officers referred to, from all corporal punish- 
ment for their first offence, although the judgment 
of a court-martial may have received the ‘ appro- 
batur” of the sovereign himself. In such a case no 
other penalty shall be inflicted besides their depriva- 
tion of any insignia of merit previously conferred. 
But after being deprived of it, and being guilty of 
subsequent offences, they will then become liable to 
corporal punishment. ‘The exemption is equally 
extended to such other subalterns as have received 
medals bearing the inscription, “ For saving life, 
and promoting the good of the country.” 





Austrian ArtiLLery.—aAll the great artillery ma- 
neuvres, which took place in the immediate neigh- 
borhood*of Vienna last Autumn, in presence of the 
Archduke Lewis and a suite of Russian, Prussian, 
Swedish, and other foreign officers, experiments 
were made with some guns of a new construction, 
brought from Sweden, by two Austrian oificers, who 
had been sent to that country to witness the process 
of their being cast: they are loaded behind the 
breech, aad were 18 pounders; the carriages and 
every other fitting are of iron. A cylinder being un. 
screwed, the charge is inserted, and the cylinder 


—=—=_=_ 


res 
then screwed home, together with a large square nut 
or plate of iron behind to fix it firmly. The result 
of the experiments established the efficiency of this 
new Construction, and suggested the means of ren- 
dering it still more perfect. ‘Trials were made for 
an eatended interval; the nut of one of the guns 
bent outwards at the second discharge, and this 
piece wae not reloaded ; the cause of the defect was 
attributed to the weight of powder used in the Aus- 
trian service being so much* heavier than the Swe- 
dish, for which no allowance had been made. 
Nothing could exceed the correctness with whieh 
the shot travelled. These new guns require no 
cleansing after a discharge, and will, from being 
loaded behind, be found very suitable for shipboard 
and jn casemated batteries. On the same occasion, 
trial was again made of gun-carriages, construeted 
of massive timber, covered with irom hoops and 
earth, but the experiment failed, as they would net 
stand the effect of the loaded balls, or shells, (ge- 
fullte kugeln,) discharged against them, 





Recruitine 1n Turxey.—The Paris correspondent 
of the National Intelligencer, gives the following 
account of the sufmmary manner of raising recruits 
in Constantinople, for the Turkish army. 

“On the 28th of March public criers went througls 
the streets of Constantinople and its suburbs, order- 
ing all Mussulmans to repair early next morning to 
the mosque, where an imperial hatti-sheriff was to 
be read, the purport of which affected materially the 
inhabitants of the capital, and at the same time ad. 
vising the Christians to keep within their doors till 
the afternoon. ‘These forewarnings caused a gene- 
ral alarm, both amongst the Rayahs and the Frank 
population. ‘They were supposed to be connected 
with th@important question which had lately agi. 
tated the Porte, and the solution of which had cre. 
ated general ill feeling against Christians. pro. 
found secrecy was maintained as to the intentions of 
the Government, On the morning of the 28th the 
Mussulmans collected each in the mosque of his 
quarter. Cavasses and soldiers paraded the streets, 
and compelled all those who lingered in them to ac- 
company the crowd into the places of worship. 

When they had all been collected, the doors of the 
mosque were closed. At the same time extraordina. 
ry measures were taken to prevent any resistance or 
disturbance. All the troops in the capital were un. 
der arms, and several vessels of war ready for ser- 
vice were stationed in the Golden Horn. An extra- 
ordinary number of cavasses and guards now enter. 
ed the mosques and seized upon all the young, well- 
made, and unmarried men who are only resident in 
Constaptinople. They bound them two and two, 
and conducted them on board steamers ready to re- 
ceive them, in which they were conveyed to Halki, 
one of the Prince’s Islands, which is uninhabited, 
and there landed. In this manner, according to the 
lowest account fifteen thousand, and according to 
general report thirty thousand, were arrested. We 
have only heard of one case in which resistance was 
made, and that two men who endeavored to protest 





against this summary proceeding, and to excite the 


a re ce i encanta nara 








ARMY AND NA 


731 


VY CHRONICLE, 732 








icelings of the people, but who were immediately 
silenced under a shower of blows from the cavasses. 
On the following day a number of officers visited the 
island for the purpose of examining the men. Three 
thousand, who had particular claims to respectability, 
were sent back to Cunstantinople, whilst others, who 
from physical defects or other causes were unfit for 
service, were ordered to return to their native places 
in the provinces, and the remainder were enrolled in 
the army. A firman has been issued to all the chiefs 
of the esnaphs or corporations to sell the property of 
those who have thus been carried away, the proceeds 
are to be applied to the payment of their expenses, 
and the remainder (?) to be reserved for their benefit. 
Un the 29th the Christians were relieved trom their 
alarm, and the capital was as quiet and undisturbed 
as usual,” 

‘‘The women alone made a pretty sharp resis- 
tance. When they understood that their husbands 
and sons were thus being carried off, they left the 
harems, tore off their veils, and assembled round the 
mosques, uttering cries, aud arming themselves with 
stones aud sticks, Riza Pacha had some difficulty 
in escaping, and even left in their hands one of the 
skirts of his coat, On some poiifits the troops were 
obliged to give way, and the prisoners escaped. 
However, the haul was a good one, and only some 
hundreds got off.” 





== 

You attempted the life of your commanding officer. 
You were tried, found guilty, and sentenced. All 
this is true; is it not 7” He touched his capand said, 
“Yes, sir?’ but not a muscle moved, “ Dudley,” 
said J, “ your officers have a horror of you; but such 
a feeling on their part is not tobe wondered at.” Still 
his countenance remained unchanged. “ Now at- 
tend to what I am about to say to you, Dudley. I 
ave watched you some time, and I pity you; I 
should like to give you an opportunity of recovering 
your place in society, and of regaining that charac- 
ter which once so recommended you to the notice of 
your superiors. I feel desirous of giving you a trial 
by making you a corporal, in order that, should your 
conduct deserve it, 1 may still further promote you. 
Will you, Dudley,” said I, looking at him earnestly, 
‘* endeavor to do justice tomy good opinion ? Do you 
wish for promotion?” The poor fellow could not an- 
swer me. His whole frame was convulsed, He 
cried like achild. I patted him on the shoulder, and 
said, “ That will do, Dudley ; you shall be in orders 
to-morrow.” He was accordingly promoted, first to 
be corporal, and afterwards to be a sergeant; and 
there was not a better non-commissioned officer in 
the regiment.—Rolt on Moral Command, 





VenTiLation oF Suirs.—Dr. Reid in his late work 
entitled “ Illustrations of the Theory and Practice of 





Inreresting ANecvore.—A very short time after, 
1 had assumed the comimand of the (Queen’s, a sol. | 
dier, whose appearance was remarkable, drew my | 
attention. He was a particularly clean and nice, 
looking soldier; but he seemed odd in his manner, 
aud did not appear to associate wilh or speak to any 
one, On inquiring of the adjutant, he intormed me 
that the man in question had once been a gergeant ; 
that he had attempted the life of his Gommanding 
otiicer in the West Indies, tor which crime he had 
been tried, found guilty, and sentenced to be reduced, 
and to receive eight hundred lashes: that he had 
been reduced accordingly, but that, through the 
clemency of his commanding officer, the corporal 
punishment had been remitted, ‘lhe adjutant fur- 
ther stated, that a better or cleaner soldier was not 
in the service; but le was, he said, so sullen that no 
person associated with him, and the officers of the 
army looked upon him with a sort of horror. Icon- 
tunued to observe this man for some little time longer 
tull one day, as he crossed me in the barrack-square’ 
in my way to my quarters, I called to him by name, 
and desired him to follow me. When ] got to my 
room, 1 told him, after he had entered, to shut the 
door. I then said to him, ‘* Your name, [ think, is 
Dudley ?” He raised his hand to his cap, and an- 
swered, ** Yes, sir.” 1 said, “1 have observed you 
for some time; your appearance is much in your ta- 
vor. You are as cleau and well set-up a suidier as 
there is in the regiment, I know your history. You 
are looked upon almost in the light of an outlaw. li 
would seem that no one speaks to you, nor do you 
associate wita any one. 1 am aware of the cause o! 
your being thus shunned. You once contemplated a 
crime of the most revolling nature—that of murder. 


Ventilation,” forcibly points out the importance of 
attending to the ventilation of ships, and shows that 
nothing has such an injurious eflect on the health of 
the crews of vessels, and, ubove all, of those belong- 
ing to the navy, as the neglect of this subject. The 
etiect on the health of sleeping in the crowded state in 
which the sailors now do in the lowér decks of men- 
of-war is clearly shown, and Dr. Reid observes, 
“That it is not, perhaps, too much to affirm that the 
premature old age which appears to creep iusidiously 
‘upon the sailor who sleeps where such an atuos- 
phere prevails, arises more from this cause than from 
all the other hardships to which he 1s exposed, pur. 
ticularly when it is recollected that his natural sleep 
is broken by unequal watches, and that he is not un. 


| frequently called upon to pass frow this enervaling 


and over-heated atmosphere to cucounter all the se. 
verities of the storm and the coldness of the uud- 
night air.” In consequence of the attention of the 
Admiralty having been directed to this subject, Dr. 
Reid was desired to point out such suggestivus us he 
deemed necessary for the uuproved venulation of the 
ships of the royal navy; aud witu the view of afford. 
ing him facilites for arriving at correct conclusions, 
six of her Majesty’s ships were placed at his disposal 
for this purpose; and in the work before us he gives 
the result of his experiments as regards tue improved 
ventilation which might be adopted im different 
classes of ships in the navy and in the merchant 
service. 





Secrecy has been well termed the soul of all great 
designs; perhaps more has been effected by conceal- 
ing our own intentions, than by discovering those of 
our enomy. But great men succeed in both. 





' 
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HISTORICAL NOTES.—Ne. V. 


COPY OF A LETTER FROM CAPT. JOSEPH 
BOWMAN, ° 

AT A PLACE CALLED ILLINOIS, KASKASKIAS, 

UPON THE MISSISSIPPI, TO HIS FRIEND 

COLONEL JOSEPH HITE, OF FREDERICK 

COUNTY, VIRGINIA, DATED JULY 30, 1778. 








Dear Sin: I embrace this opportunity to give you 
some information of our proceedings since our em- 
barkation from Monongahela, till our arrival at this 
place. 

We set sail from thence down tothe Big Kenhawa, 
where we found our men had been confined for eight 
days, in which time there had been an attack made 
upon the Fort, by a superior number of Indians, sup- 
posed to be about two hundred ; they killed one man 
in the Fort, and wounded one or two more; but 
finding themselves not likely to succced in their at- 
tempt, they endeavoured to kill all their cattle, and 
then made towards Green-Briar, where I expected 
they intended to make a fatal blow. From thence, 
we continued down to the falls of the Ohio, where 
we erected a small garrison upon an Island, where 
I left ten or twelve families, with a quantity of pro. 
visions, and a few men to guard them. From 
thence, we continued down the Obiv, moving day 
and night, with about one hundred and seventy or 
one hundred and eighty men in number, till within 
sixty miles of the mouth; we ran our buats upa 


small creek to hide them, not having men enough to, 


leave a sufficient guard. 

‘Fiom thence we started for the Illinois, taking 
four days provision with us, and im six days arrived 
at the place in the night, on the fourth instant, 
having warched two days without any sustenance, 
in which hungry condition we unanimously deter- 
inined to take the town or die in the attempt. About 
midnight we marched into the town, without being 
discovered; our object was the fort, which we soou 
took possession of; the commanding officer (Philip 
Kuckblave) we made prisoner, and he is now on his 
way to Williamsburg, under a strong guard, with alt 
his iustructions from time to time, from the several 
Governors at Detroit, Quebec, and Michilimackinack, 
to set the Indians upon us, with great rewards for 
our scalps, for which he has a salary of two hundred 
pounds sterling per year. 
about two hundred and fifty families, and is suffi. 
ciently fortified to have resisted a thousand men ; 
but coming upon them by surprise, they were obliged 
to surrender themsel vee. 

‘The next day evening, I was ordered by our com. 
manding officer (Colonel Clarke,) with thirty men 
mounted on horseback, to attack three other French 
towns up the Mississippi. ‘lhe first is called Parra- 
deruski, (Prairie de Roche,) about fifteen miles from 
Kaskaskias, the town we had in possession, and 
before they had any knowledge of my arrival, I was 
in possession of this place, which was no small sur- 
prise to them; in consequence of which, they were 


This town consists of 





willing to comply with any terms 1 should propose. 
From thence I proceeded to St. Philips, about nine 
miles higher up the river, which J likewise took pos- 
session of; and as it was impossible for them to 
know my strength, the whole being transacted in 
the night, they also came to my own terms. From 
thenee I proceeded to Cauhowkia, about forty or 
fifty miles above St. Philips, which contained about 
one hundred families; we rode immediately to the 
commander’s house, and demanded a surrender of 
him and the whole town, which was immediately 
complied with. 1 then possessed myself of a large 
stone house, well fortified for war. I wus immedi- 
ately threatened by a man of the place, that he would 
call one hundred and fifty Indians to his assistance, 
and cut us off. The fellow I took care to secure, 
but lay upon our arms the whule night; this being 
the third night without any sleep. In the morning 
{1 required them to take the oath of allegiance to the 
States, or I should treat them as enemies, which 
they readily agreed to, and before ten o’clock there 
were one hundred and fifty followed the example, 
and in less than ten days there were three hundred 
took the oaths, aud now appear much attached to 
our cause. But as this is in so remote a part of the 
country, and the Indians meeting with daily supplies 
from the British officers, who offer them large 
bounties for our scalps, I think it prudent to leave 
a guard here; and being anxious to do every thing 
in my power for my courtry, in order ‘to establish 
peace and harmony once more amongst us, this will 
eugage my attention during the ensuing winter. 
‘Lhe inhabitants of this country, upon the Missis. 
sippi, have, without any kind of doubt, influenced 
the several nations of Indians in this quarter, as also 
upon the Ohio; so that ere it be long, I flatter 
myself we shall put a stop to the career of these 
bicodthirsty savages, who glory in shedding the 
blood of the innocent. For further particulars { 
must refer you to my brother, the bearer hereof, and 
am, &c., JOSEPH BOWMAN. 


7 

Ice on THE Banks.—It would appear from the re- 
ports of vessels which have recently arrived in this 
country from Europe, that field ice, east of the 
Grand Bank, was never known to be s0 abundant 
as now, and presents imminent and unanticipated 
perils to navigation. ‘The ship Switzerland, Knight, 
arrived yesterday at New York from London, fell in 
with ice in immense quantities in latitude 47°, and 
longitude 46°, and was compelled to sail eighty miles 
to the southward, along an unbroken coast of ice, 
exactly in appearance like low land covered with 
snow! No ice was scen by the Switzorland south 
of longitude 44° 45’, or west of 49°, , 

Captain Hogstran, of Swedish barque Gustavus 
Vasa, arrived at New York on Wednesday evening, 
reports having spoke on the 10th instant, to the east- 
ward of the Banks, a French fishing schooner, who 
informed him that a British barque had foundered 
in the ice a few days before. The crew, with the 
exception of one seaman, were saved in thtir boats, 
and picked up by a fishing schooner. Captain H. 
could not ascertain the name of the barque. 
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DEATHS ON BOARD THE U. 8S. SHIP CON. 
STELLATION. 

We copy from a communication inthe N. Y. Com. 
mercial Advertiser the following list of the deaths 
which occurred on board the Constellation during 
her last cruise : 

23 February 1841, Thomas H. R. Miller was killed 
by an apprentice boy—buried at Rio Janeiro. 

30th September 1841, Midshipman Richardson was 
buried at sea, 

6th October 1841, Thomas Starling, drowned by 
eapsizing of a boat. 

3lst October 1841, D. H. Witherington—buried 
at sca, 

16th July, 1842, Wm. Rogers shot himself—buried 
on shore. 

24th August, 1842, Nathaniel Simpson, dysentery, 
buried at sea. 

14th September, 1842, Levin Handy, 4th Lieuten- 
ant, buried at Hong Kong. Abenezer J. Hume, 
consumption, buried at Hong Kong. 


15th September, 1842, G. W. York, dysentery, 
buried at Hong Kong. 


- 26th November, 1842, J. L. Baker, dysentery, 
buried ashore. 

30th November, 1842, John Evans, liver complaint, 
buried at Manilla. 

2d December, 1842, James Jeffries, apoplectic fit, 
buried at Manilla. 

23d December, 1842, John Wood, consumption, 
buried at Manilla. 

12th January, 1843, John Brown, dropsy, buried 
at Macao, 

6th May, 1843, John Lynch, cholera, buried off 
Manilla. 

6th May, 1843, Daniel Remmick, cholera, buried 
off Manilla. 

9th May, 1843, John Gore, cholera, a sailor’s 
grave. 

10th May, 1843, Norman Gibson, cholera, a sail- 
or’s grave, off Manilla. 

Ist) une, 1843, John Morton, dysentery, buried at 
sea. 

9th September, 1843, Benjamin Simpson, compli- 
cated disease, buried at sea. 

13th October, 1843, Benjamin Richardson, dysen- 
tery, buried at sea. 

19th October, 1843, John Buley, from a fall, bu- 
ried at sea. 

22d November, 1843, David Dupre, fell from 
maintop-gallant yard overboard, and sank to rise no 
inore. 

18th January, 1844, John Wallace, consumption, 
buried on Lorenzo. 

31st March, 1844, Robert Wilson, comsumption, 
buried at Rio Janeiro, 

4th April, 1844, George Webster, dysentery, buried 
atsea. 

24th April, 1844, William Penrose, dysentery, bu- 
ried at sea, 

Thus ends my journal of deaths in the Constella- 
tion frigate. 

HENRY WILLIAMS, Seaman. 








ARM ¥ e 
GENERAL HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 





Orpers, ApjuTant GENERAL’s OrFice, 
No. 26. Wasuineron, June 1, 1844. 


The arrangement of military Geographical depart- 
ments, published to the army in “General Orders,” 
No. 40 of 1842, is so far changed as to transfer the 
State of Rhode Island from the 5th to the 6th mili- 
tary department. s 

By commanp or Mason Generax Scort : 

R. JONES, Adj’t. Gen. 


Orpnance DepartTMEeNT.—Resignation of Second 
Lieutenant Smith Stansbury accepted eI 31, 1844. 

Muuitary Acapemy.—Captain John Mackay, of 
the Topographical Engineers, and Captain E. D. 
Keyes, of the 3d artillery, added to the Board of offi- 
cers to assemble at West Point, for the inspection of 
that institution on the 10th instant. 


May. ARRIVALS AT WASHINGTON. 

Lieut. D. Davidson, 2d infy, Mr. Wilson’s. 
28—Capt. F. Taylor, lst arty, Lieut. A. Taylor’s. 

Major J. Dimick, Ist arty, Fuller’s. 

Lieut. Col. B. K. Pierce, Ist arty, Fuller’s. 
29—Col. J. B. Crane, lst arty, Commodore Crane’s. 
30—Capt. B. R. Alden, 4th infy, Galabrun’s, 

Col. S. Churchill, Insp’r Gen., Fuller’s. 

June. , 
3—Capt. J, Sanders, Eng’r. Corps, Mr. Wilkins’s. 

Major W. Turnbull, ‘Top. Eng’rs, F street. 

Capt. G, S. Drane, 2d arty, Gadsby’s. 

e ——__——______. -—-—_—-} 


Marriages. 























At Philadelphia, on the 29th ultimo, EDWARD 
ALLEN, Midshipman U. 8, Navy, to CAROLINE 
JOHANNA, youngest daughter of the late Captain 
Wiitusam PHILuips. 

On Monday, the 17th instant, at Madison Barracks, 
Sackets Harbor, Licutenant H. W. WESSELS, U. 
S. A., to Miss HANNAH, youngest daughter of the 
late Isaac Cooper, Esq., of Cooperstown, N. Y. 

At New Orleans, ]6th instant, Captain T. L. 
ALEXANDER, U. 8S. Army, to Miss MARIA 
BROOKE, daughter of the late Hon. Wa. Kexty. 

At Norfolk, on the 28th ultimo, Commander ED- 
MUND BYRNE, U.S8S.N., to Miss ANN BANKS, 

At Baltimore, on the 4th instant, Lieutenant ‘TI, 
AUGUSTUS CRAVEN, U. 8. N., to MARIE 
LOUISE, daughter ofthe late Georce P, Sreven. 
SON. 





During the present month bills will be sent 
to all who are in arrearsto the Chronicle. 
Immediate remittances would be very accepta- 
ble. 

Three more numbers will close the thiid 
volume, and terminate the publication, at least 
for the present. It may be resumed should 
circumstances justify it. A full index forthe 
first volume is nearly ready for press, and will 
be published in July; the second and third, if 
possible, in August and September. 
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